them into the battle. With some went Chinese torturers,   211
ready to punish disobedient or delinquent troopers,
As to numbers, the two commanders do not agree*
Tuchaczewski says he had, when the offensive began on
the fourth of July, a hundred and sixty thousand men
and the Poles ninety-five thousand. Pilsudski says the
Soviets had a hundred and eighty thousand and the
Poles were a hundred and fifty thousand. It is certain
that the Eussians were more at the beginning, but as
they marched south and west toward Warsaw, their force
diminished as many of their peasant soldiers wandered
off into the forests. The Polish force increased, on the
contrary, as more volunteers joined the ranks of the de-
fenders. The nearer both armies came to the capital,
the more the figures altered till the Poles had perhaps
thirty thousand more than the enemy.
The English and French Missions reached Warsaw
on the twenty-fifth of July. For a week they were oc-
cupied with helping in the preparations, and here they
gave invaluable aid. They speeded up the sending of
supplies to the front. They urged the Poles to take ener-
getic measures to collect stragglers and deserters. Their
staff were scattered through the various Polish divisions,
serving as liaison officers, and by their very presence re-
storing the courage of the soldiers who were exhausted
by the long retreat. It was a moral comfort to know
that able Frenchmen were there, giving new life and
vigor to the troops at the front. Their technical aid
brought order and method to the operations of the
Polish army. During that week the enemy came still
nearer to Warsaw, but the defenders' resistance was stif-
fening.
For a month the Eussians had advanced rapidly,
meeting with slight opposition from the Poles. Tucha-
czewski wanted to take Warsaw as soon as possible,
there proclaim the Communist Eevolution with the aid
of the Polish Communists, and add Poland once more